
PAULINA. (To Nana.) Oh really? 

NANA I mean-
k c . 

· 
th ht •t might be a fun way to ma e some mends.ERICKA. Yeah, I oug I 

Oh ou are not really that interested? PAULINA. , so Y 

ERICKA. Well, I 've never thought about beauty pageants before.
l One has told vou that you are perfect for modelingAMA. Sure y some , 

or something. 

ERICKA. I mean maybe once or twice. 

PAULINA. But now you are seriously thinking about it? 

ERICKA. I guess so. 

AMA. It's just a pageant. What do you have to lose? 

PAULINA. (Laughs.) Well, other than to me. Obviously. 

ERICKA. Right. .. 

Beat. Somethings going on here. 
PAULI A. So do you have a boyfriend Ericka?
ERICKA. ot anymore-
PAULINA -'Cause I do! Kofi. Hes in Kumasi training with the GhanaBlack Stars. Hes a soccer player. Hes even been to the World Cup.ERICKA. That's nice.

MERCY and GIFT¥. (Sotto voce.) World Cup?
PAULI A. But you don't have a boyfriend, huh?
ERICKA. I've just been focused on my studies and my extracurriculars.AMA. Well you should join the show choir. We're all in it. Well, it's justus. But its really fun. 

ERICKA. Oh yeah?
MERCY. And sometimes Headmistress lets us pick our songs.GIFT¥. Like the one we're working on now.MERCY. We've been rehearsing all week! GIFTY. And she is letting us perform it for the recruiter as part ofthe auditions. 

MERCY. Since we all have solos! GIFfY. Which is special · p u1· -since a ma usually gets those.

20 

PAULINA. Actually, I'm the LEAD soloist. For the past two years.ERICKA. Oh that's nice. You must be really good.
PAULINA. I am. Headmistress likes to make everyone feel like theyhave a fair chance, but we all know I'm the best. These girls sing likehyenas. 

Paulina laughs. No one joins her-or if they do, it's half-hearted.The school bell chimes. 
ERICKA. I should probably get to class. I just wish I knew where Iwas going though. 
MERCY. Oh, what room are you looking for?
ERICKA. 138-Advanced Algebra?
AMA. Oh, I have that class too. I'll show you the way.
ERICKA. Oh great, thanks. If nothing else, I'm glad I know how toget to the most important place on campus.
NANA. Where is that?
ERICKA. The cafeteria! I'm so greedy, I already can't wait for lunch.The girls laugh. Er icka, Mercy, Gifty, and Ama all walk off toclass. Paulina pulls Nana to the side before she can followthem. 
PAULINA. So Nana, have you forgotten where your loyalty lies?NANA. W hat? You know I am always nice with everyone. PAULINA. I don't give a shit about nice! There's no room for that inthis group, you hear me? 

Nana is silent. 
(Snaps fingers.) Hello? Do you hear me? Or do you have food stuffedin your ears too, you fucking cow!
NANA. Yes, I hear you.
PAULINA. Now, since you keep getting caught with snacks in class,you have another detention after school today, yes?
NANA. Yes. 
PAULINA. Good. Because I need you to sneak into Headmistre s'sfiles and pull Ericka's out for me.
NANA. What?!
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PAULINA. You heard me.

P ul
. I can't do that Do you know how much trouble INANA. a ma, · 

'< 
could get in if Headmistress found out.

PAULINA. Do I look like I care?

NANA. What do you even need with her files anyway?

PAULINA. That's none of your business.

NANA. Well, you're going to have to ask someone else because I 
can't do that Paulina. Headmistress has already warned me that if I 
get any more detentions, it is going to affect me getting into college. 
And you know how much that means to me. I would be the first in 

my family. 

PAULINA. Well it obviously doesn't mean enough. 

Paulina reaches into Nana's top and pulls out a small bread 
roll. 

NANA. Paulina, no. P lease. Give it back! . 

PAULINA. (Mocking.) "Oh P aulina please, just let me eat. I just want 
to go to college!" Give me a fucking break, okay?! 

Paulina throws the bread on the floor. 

NANA. (Looks down in shame.) I 'm just hungry. 

PAULINA. Then eat. .. I 'll just tell Headmistress about all the places
you're stashing food. Then you'll get more detentions. And maybe
expelled. And I know you don't want to be sent back to your mother
with the way she likes to starve you. I mean, I can't blame her. I'd be
ashamed ifl had a fat-ass daughter too.
NANA. Paulina, please. I can't do that-
PAULINA. But you can avoid all of that strife, if you just get me
Ericka's files. Like I told you to do the first damn time. . . Do we
have an understanding now?
NANA. (Eventually.) Yes.
PAULINA. Good. Oh, and don't get caught!

Paulina walks off. After a moment, Nana picks up the bread
and stuffs it back in her shirt.

PART TWO 

Headmistress Francis sits at a lunch table in the cafeteria. She 
is going over some papers. Eloise, elegantly dressed, enters. 

ELOISE. (Slightly affected British accent.) Francis Adwoa*Frimpong! 
Look at you! 

HEADMISTRESS FRANCIS. Eloise? 

ELOISE. I asked some students where I could find you and they 
said the cafeteria-

HEADMISTRESS FRANCIS. -Yes, I 'm just doing a bit of food 
inventory-

ELOISE. -Of course you are. Oh Franny. Come here! It's so good 
to see you! 

An awkward hug. 

HEADMISTRESS FRANCIS. Yes. Quite the surprise. 

ELOISE. Whew, let me just catch my breath for second. I can't tell 
you the last time I have been up here in the Aburi mountains. 

HEADMISTRESS FRANCIS. Ah yes, it is definitely a workout. 

ELOISE. I can't believe we used to race up these hills every day! 
Feels like one hundred years ago, right? 

HEADMISTRESS FRANCIS. Sometimes ... 

ELOISE . ... Right. 

HEAD MISTRESS FRANCIS. Pardon me Eloise ... but what are you 
doing here? 

ELOISE. Darling, I'm one of the recruiters for the Miss Ghana pageant. 

HEADMISTRESS FRANCIS. Oh, well isn't that a coincidence? We 
weren't expecting you until tomorrow. 

ELOISE. Yes, I know. But Aburi was the last school on my list'. so I
decided to come up earlier, go see my mum and som

_
e fanuly

make a trip of it, you know? I haven't been back home m over ten 
years. Can you believe that? 

• 'i\h-joo-ah" 
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